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By 1738, the Chippewa pushed across the Red River valley
and began moving toward the Turtle Mountains (Gregg et
al. 1983:40-41). Major divisions within the Cheyenne oc-
curred during this time. The majority of the Cheyenne had
moved south from the Red River valley; however, some went
to the Sheyenne River in North Dakota.

The Yankton controlled eastern South Dakota in 1720. By
1740, Yanktonai territory centered in southern North Da-
kota, cast of the Missouri River. Yanktonai earthlodge vil-
lages (Drifting Goose, Big Head, and Little Soldier) were
settled; however, only five percent of the Yanktonai lived in
the villages at any point in time (Gregg et al. 1983:41).

AD 1780-1850

This period is marked by increasing hostility between Indi-
ans. The encroachment by white populations further in-
creased the tensions. In the late 1700s, the Mandan, Hidatsa
and Arikara still held traditional territories along the Mis-
souri in the Dakotas (Figure C.3). Smallpox swept through
these populations in 1780 to 1781. The Arikara were deci-
mated and the Mandans lost two-thirds of their population.
The Hidatsa, however, fared somewhat better (Ahler et al.
1991:57). Disease and continued harassment by the Sioux
forced most of the Mandan to abandon their traditional ter-
ritory around the Heart River and to move north to join the
Hidatsa around the Knife River.

Hidatsa-Mandan villages were formed in the 1790s. The
Hidatsa-proper moved into temporary camps near the
Mandan in the Heart River area and then moved upstream

North of the Knife River with the agreement of the Mandan
and other Hidatsa (Gregg et al. 1983:56). The Arikara aban-
doned their villages in South Dakota and moved upriver to
join other Arikara at Greenshield (32OL17). They stayed
only briefly due to conflict with Mandan and Hidatsa, and
then moved back downriver and formed three villages near
Mobridge, South Dakota. Consolidation of the three tribes
continued through the 1800s, forced by continuing Sioux
raids and population losses caused by more smallpox epi-
demics (e.g., 1837). In 1837 to 1838, the Arikara moved
into the former Mandan village at Fort Clark (32ME2). By
1845, the Mandans and Hidatsa ceased to exist as indepen-
dent tribal units. Together they formed a new settlement,
Like-A-Fishhook Village. By 1862, all of the remaining
Mandans and the Arikara had joined this community (Ahler
et al. 1991; S. Deaver 1986).

Beisterfeldt, the Cheyenne earthlodge village on the
Sheyenne River, was destroyed by invading Chippewas ca.
1790. Consequently, some groups of Cheyenne moved to
the vicinity of Fort Yates. The Sutaio were absorbed into
the Cheyenne. The combined Cheyenne-Sutaio then split
into two groups, the Northern and Southern Cheyenne (Wood
and Liberty 1980:286).

Figure C.2

North Dakota ca. AD 1700
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